Yamuna, Laldhang-Ramnagar-Kathgodam and Kota dun. Further east, active fault mapping extends to Heidakhan, Shiala, Khatima and Tanakpur. In each of these regions, windows are identified for detailed study that includes mapping of fault scarps displacing the contemporary geomorphic surfaces. The fault scarps are believed to be ruptures produced by paleoearthquakes; their precise height of scarp is estimated using total station surveying instrument and approximate estimate of the magnitude of the earthquakes. The detailed analysis of active faults in each window, handled by the authors, is highly appreciable. The representation of active faults in satellite image, GIS map and 3D-perspective view would be more informative. The field photograph showing fault scarps is an additional asset. The characteristic of the active faults in tabular form is also provided. The representation of anaglyph-type image is the first in the paleoseismic-related books.
The last chapter of the book is creation of data base of the active faults of Kumaun and Garhwal. A web-based Himalayan Active Fault data base interactive interface system (WHADIS) with online data base structure has been generated in the present investigation. Though this book provides self-contained information on active faults, the authors have established this open source database on Google and Cartosat images for helping the readers to visualize the faults in interface screen.
The occurrence of some of the destructive earthquakes, like 1994 Northridge, 1999 Chi-Chi, and 2005 Kashmir earthquakes produced surface ruptures associated with active faults. There are reports of near-total destruction of villages and severe damage to infrastructure close to the active faults in areas affected by moderate earthquakes. This has given rise to recognition that damage caused by an earthquake is much greater in area closer to the active fault. It is therefore imperative that the nearness of active faults to major engineering projects may be considered an additional risk factor for the design of the structure.
The book can be a good teaching aid for active fault study, research on further paleoseismological investigations and adds another aspect in Tectonics of the Himalaya.
In spite of numerous value-added contributions to the Active Tectonics of the Himalaya, hard copy of this book lacks in quality of numerous photographs due to poor contrast and duplicated printing due to no fault of the authors in spite of their quality printing of the soft copy.
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